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From Mayor Brooks Office… 
Dear South Milwaukeeans, 

Trees exploding with color on the Seven Bridges 
trail. The farmers’ market winding down toward 
its Fall Family Festival. Homecoming football. 
Halloween trick-or-treating.  

That is fall in South Milwaukee, and it’s my 
favorite time of year.  

As we head toward the holidays, there is much 
happening in our city, including:  

● 2015 Budget. Fall is budget season, and I
encourage you to be part of the process. The 
executive budget will be unveiled in early 
October, and the official budget published on Oct. 
30. Adoption is set for Nov. 25. See the schedule
on page 12. 

● Economic development. Look for more
details this fall as we ramp up our efforts to attract 
and retain business – and put renewed focus on 
comprehensive and downtown planning. The goal: 
Make South Milwaukee an economic engine of 
the South Shore. And make the community a big 
part of that effort.  

● Rocketober. We’ve put some collaborative
thinking – and action – around all of the fall and 
Halloween-themed events happening across South 
Milwaukee in October. And there is a lot 
happening, including new activities downtown and 
at the Mill Pond, and the return of the 
Homecoming Parade. See page 5 for a full 
schedule.  

● South Suburban Mayors’ Fitness
Challenge. We’re joining with five area 
communities to become a healthier city  

through a series of free events presented at local 
health and fitness businesses and organizations. 
Sign up now! See page 3 for more details.  

● Urban forestry. We’re making good progress
in our efforts, approved this spring, to put a 
broader focus on the city’s street trees. Check out 
an update on page 17.  

● Automated garbage collection. We’re
moving toward automating our garbage pickup, 
using new trucks to deliver a cleaner, safer more 
efficient process. Watch for more information. 
What will that mean for you? Learn more on page 
20.  

So, lots happening! Don’t hesitate to contact me to 
learn more and to share questions, concerns or 
comments. I hold Meet the Mayor sessions each 
month (see page 16 for the schedule), and you can 
friend me on Facebook, follow me on Twitter 
(@MayorBrooks), or read my blog 
(www.SouthMilwaukeeBlog.com). Or just pick up 
the phone.  

I want to know what you think about where South 
Milwaukee has been, where we are, and, most 
importantly, where we’re headed.  

I’m excited for the journey. Join me as we build 
our promising future, together.

Cheers! 

   Erik Brooks   
    Mayor 

Please note:  City Hall will be closed on the 
following days for the remainder of 2014: 

November 27-28, December 24, 25, and 31. 
Offices will also be closed on January 1, 2015. 

City Administration Building 
2424 15th Avenue 

South Milwaukee, WI  53172 
414-762-2222 

“KEEPING IN TOUCH” 
September, 2014 

http://www.southmilwaukeeblog.com/


Pa
ge

2 

Dates to Remember 

Monthly Meetings: 

Common Council 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
Plan Commission 4th Monday 
CDA 2nd Monday 

Meeting dates are subject to change – Please 
check the City calendar on the website for current 

information.  

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 
Mayor………768-8049    Administration…..768-8051 
Fire…………768-8191    Assessor…………768-8052 
Police………768-8060    Library……………768-8195  
Clerk….........762-2222    Treasurer…………768-8048 
Water……….768-8070    Engineering……...768-8053 
Health………768-8055    Senior Center…....768-8045 
Inspection.....768-8054    Wastewater…..….768-8180 
Street Dept…768-8075    

TREASURER’S OFFICE 

2014 TAX BILLS 

The 2014 tax bills will be mailed to property owners 
by the third Monday in December. The due date for tax 
bills is January 31, with an optional three-payment 
installment plan for real estate taxes. Installment due 
dates are January 31, April 30, and July 31. If an 
installment due date falls on a Saturday or Sunday, 
payment on the next business day is considered timely. 
Please note, installment reminder notices are not sent. 
If an installment payment is late, interest and penalty is 
assessed retroactive to February 1 on the entire unpaid 
principal balance and the installment option is forfeited 
in accordance with state law. View your 2014 tax bill 
on the City’s website at www.smwi.org in December 
as soon as the bills become available. 

NEW PROPERTY OWNER – TAX BILLS 

If you purchased your South Milwaukee property this 
year, please call the Assessor’s office at (414) 768-
8052 to make sure the new ownership information is 
on file so that you receive your tax bill in December.  

MAILING ADDRESS CHANGE - TAX BILLS 

If you moved this year, but still own a South 
Milwaukee property, please call the Assessor’s office 
at (414) 768-8052 to change your mailing address. Tax 
bills do not forward and will be returned to the 
Treasurer’s office as undeliverable if your current 
address is not on file.  

**HOLIDAY HOURS – TAX COLLECTIONS** 

The Treasurer’s office will observe the following 
holiday schedule: 

• December 24 & 25  …………..Closed
• December 31  …………………8:00 a.m. – Noon
• January 1  …………………….Closed

Please plan accordingly to make sure your tax 
payment is received on or before December 31 if 
needed for 2014 income tax purposes. 

ESCROW CHECKS 

The date your taxes are paid 
from an escrow account and 
whether the escrow check is 
mailed to you or directly to 
the City of South Milwaukee is determined by the 
mortgage agreement between you and your lender, not 
the City. Contact the financial institution that holds 
your mortgage if you have questions. Also, remember 
that if an escrow check is payable to both you and the 
City of South Milwaukee, you MUST endorse the 
check before we can apply the payment to the tax bill.  

LOTTERY & GAMING CREDIT 

The 2014 Lottery & Gaming Credit application is 
available on the City’s website or at the Treasurer’s 
office. Return the completed application to the 
Treasurer’s office by November 25 for placement on 
the tax bill. If you received the Lottery & Gaming 
Credit on last year’s tax bill, you do not need to 
complete a new application. You are eligible for the 
credit if on January 1, 2014 you were the owner of the 
property and used the property as your PRIMARY 
residence. If you do not qualify for the credit, complete 
the Lottery & Gaming Credit Removal form and return 
it to the Treasurer’s office to have the credit removed 
from the tax bill.  

PRIOR YEAR DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE 
TAXES 

Delinquent 2013 and prior years’ real estate taxes must 
be paid to the Milwaukee County Treasurer. Go to 
www.county.milwaukee.gov for more information. 

PET LICENSING 

Dogs and cats more than 5 months of age must be 
licensed annually. Bring or mail the renewal postcard 
from MADACC to either the City Treasurer’s office or 
MADACC. If licensing through MADACC, make 
check payable to MADACC and mail directly to them 
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(address on postcard). If licensing through the City, 
make check payable to the City of South Milwaukee 
and bring or mail to the Treasurer’s office. The 
postcard will list the renewal fee and rabies vaccination 
information. If the vaccination information is 
expired, or if licensing a new pet, a copy of the 
rabies vaccination certificate issued by your 
veterinarian must be presented as proof of 
vaccination before a license may be issued. Late fees 
are assessed beginning April 1. For your convenience, 
renew or apply for a pet license online using a credit 
card at www.madacc.com.  
 
South Milwaukee-Oak 
Creek Interfaith Older 
Adult Program  
 
Interfaith's Neighborhood 
Outreach Program is a non-profit, free program 
designed to help South Milwaukee and Oak Creek 
older adults maintain an active, healthy, 
independent lifestyle. Any older adult (60 years or 
older) living in South Milwaukee or Oak Creek 
can take advantage of our FREE services for 
transportation, grocery shopping, friendly visitors, 
lawn work, and more! 
 
We're always looking for volunteers to help 
brighten somebody's day.  Please contact us at 
(762-1998) or by email to 
smocinterfaith@interfaithmilw.org  if you're 
interested in joining our team of outstanding 
volunteers. Whether it's once a week, once a 
month or once a year, we can find the perfect 
match for your schedule (or availability).   
 
Volunteer opportunities at the South Milwaukee – 
Oak Creek Interfaith Office include: 
Transportation, Grocery Shopping, Home Visits, 
Minor Household Repairs, and Seasonal Yard 
Work. 
 
Interfaith relies on the kindness of our volunteers 
and the generous financial contributions of 
businesses and individuals in the South 
Milwaukee community to make our program a 
success! Donations of cash, stamps, gas cards or 
Pick N Save cards can be mailed to or dropped off 
at our South Milwaukee office, located at 1327 
Marshall Avenue. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the older 
adults in your community!   
 

South Milwaukee Historical Society 
717 Milwaukee Avenue 

“Preserving the Proud Past” 
 

The museum is open the first Thursday of each 
month from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  For appointments, 

membership information and books, please contact 
Lois Schreiter at 762-5214. 

Thank you for supporting the Sixth annual garden 
tour! 

Monthly membership meetings are held at the 
South Milwaukee Public Library on the second 

Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m.  Everyone is 
welcome!  Stop in and learn about the 
history of South Milwaukee and the 

Historical Society!  
 

The Christmas Tea will be held on Saturday 
December 6.  Reservations may be made 

beginning November 1.  To make reservations, 
call Nancy Wucherer at 571-1191 

 

 

 
 

Find out more!  
https://www.facebook.com/MayorsFitChallenge 

 
 

http://www.madacc.com/
mailto:smocinterfaith@interfaithmilwa.org
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Milwaukee Area Domestic 
Animal Control 
(MADACC)  

Wild Animals are on a 
Collision Course with your 
Car!  As darkness comes earlier, we begin the time 
of year that automobile accidents with wild 
animals start to increase drastically. As winter 
approaches wild animals are moving more 
searching for food, winter shelter and some are 
even looking for potential mates. What this means 
is that all drivers are at-risk for having a collision 
with a wild animal. This is especially true in the 
case of young drivers aged 15 -24. Did you know 
that each year more than 1 million animal 
involved collisions are reported in the United 
States? There are over 200 fatalities associated 
with these accidents. 
The most important thing you can do while 
driving at dawn and dusk is to DRIVE THE 
SPEED LIMIT! Exceeding the speed limit 
increases your chances of being unable to stop or 
safely avoid a collision with an animal. Wisconsin 
is full of two-lane roads that are bordered by 
wooded areas or fields. These are prime locations 
for auto-animal collisions.  
Remember to use your high-beams whenever 
possible and always keep in mind if you see one 
wild animal there is the potential for more to be 
following behind. Always scan the sides of the 
roads in areas that are marked with an animal 
crossing sign, or other wooded areas, as this will 
help you see a wild animal before it steps out in 
front of your car. 
If you are involved in a collision with a wild 
animal, please remember that you have to put your 
own safety first! If you had to stop the car, put on 
your warning flashers immediately. If it is safe to 
get out of your car to check on the damage and the 
condition of the animal, remember that wild 
animals are dangerous even when injured. Using 
gloves or other protection, you can move the 
animal to the side of the road. Should the situation 
be unsafe, call the non-emergency number for the 
local police (put the number in your cell phone 
right now) for assistance.  If you did not have to 
stop it is still important to call the non-emergency 
number for the local police department to advise 
them of the animal on the road in order to prevent 
other motorists from getting into accidents trying 
to avoid hitting the animal. 

Being able to observe the many varieties of wild 
animals in our state is one of the best parts of 
living in Wisconsin. Unfortunately, living side by 
side with wild animals can bring as much risk as 
joy. Please remember to reduce your chances of an 
animal related collision by being vigilant and 
driving the speed limit.  
Remember that wild animals, especially skunks, 
carry rabies here in Milwaukee so it is important 
to vaccinate your companion animals against 
rabies. If you want to take advantage of 
Milwaukee Area Domestic Animal Control’s 
(MADACC) low-cost vaccine program please call 
us at 414-649-8640 to set up an appointment. 
MADACC offers low cost vaccines, microchips 
and spay/neuter surgery to all Milwaukee County 
residents. 

Milwaukee Area Domestic Animal Control 
Commission (MADACC) 
3839 W. Burnham Street 

West Milwaukee, WI 53215 
(414)649-8640 

www.madacc.org 

SOUTH MILWAUKEE 
COMMUNITY AND 
BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION

Interested in learning more about the South 
Milwaukee Community and Business Association 
(formerly South Milwaukee Chamber of 
Commerce)?  Packets of information are available at 
the Association Office in the City Administration 
Building located at 2424 15th Avenue.  The office is 
open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10am-1pm.  
Contact the Association at 762-2222, ext. 141, or 
email laurac@smaconline.com.   
DID YOU KNOW… 
The South Milwaukee Community and Business 
Association sponsors and co-sponsors numerous 
services and activities?  Among them are… 

Street Banners 
Holiday Decorations 

Evening on the Avenue 
City Planters with Flowers/Evergreens 

Spring Social & Awards Dinner 
Civic Dinner Dance 

Newsletter 
Scholarship Program 

http://www.madacc.org/
mailto:laurac@smaconline.com


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21
• Justice	for	a	Cure	Day
  October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

Please join in the fight through a variety of 
activities around South Milwaukee.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24
• 7-11	p.m.	Human	Concerns	Haunted	House
• 7:30	p.m.	SMPAC	presents	Imago	Theatre	FROGZ!

 (southmilwaukeepac.org)
Theatrical illusion, comedy and fun for all ages!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25
• 11	a.m.-2	p.m.	South	Milwaukee	Little	League

Kickball	&	Costume	Contest
The community is welcome to Little League Park 
for family fun, food and more.

• 2-4	p.m.	Trunk	or	Treat	at	St.	Episcopal	Church
Go from car to car for a family-friendly 

  trick-or-treat.
• 3-6	p.m.	Downtown	Trick-or-Treating

Support local businesses with a trick-or-treating 
scavenger hunt, including special activities along 
the way and prizes.

• 5-9	p.m.	Mill	Pond	Halloween	House
The South Milwaukee Lions and Friends of the  
Mill Pond present hayrides, a hay maze, scary 
stories, Halloween videos, giveaways, raffles 
and more. And look for a special lighted  
pumpkin display all week long!

• 7-11	p.m.	Human	Concerns	Haunted	House

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26
• 1-4	p.m.	Mill	Pond	Halloween	House

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28
• 6	p.m.	South	Milwaukee	Library	Halloween

Family	Fun	Night
Come in costume and enjoy a magician, 
snacks and more. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
• 5:30-7:30	p.m.	Official	South	Milwaukee

neighborhood	trick-or-treating
• 7-11	p.m.	Human	Concerns	Haunted	House

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2
• 6	p.m.	South	Milwaukee	Homecoming	Parade

Route: Maple Avenue, east to 15th Avenue, 
north to the school

• 6:45	p.m.	Community	Pep	Rally
• 7:30	p.m.	Homecoming	Bonfire

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3
• 7	p.m.	Cudahy	vs.	South	Milwaukee

Homecoming	Football	Game	 GO ROCKETS!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9
• 3	p.m.	South	Milwaukee	Downtown	Market

Fall	Family	Festival
Season-ending farmers’ market event with free 
pumpkin decorating, vendor trick-or-treating and 
an outdoor movie (“Hocus Pocus”) at dusk.

OCTOBER 11
• 6:30	p.m.	Rocketoberfest

Join the South Milwaukee Football Boosters 
for a beer tasting at Pat’s Oak Manor. 

 www.southmilwaukeefootball.org

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17
• 6	p.m.	Tales	and	Tombstones	at

Congregational	Cemetery
  Learn about famous local figures like Rawson 

and Fowle at a candlelit tour, followed by 
refreshments at First Congregational Church.  
Donations to the Congregational Cemetery 
Fund appreciated.

• 7-11	p.m.	Human	Concerns	Haunted	House
Enjoy a family-friendly haunted house at  
821 Marion Ave.  Admission is $2, or two 
non-perishable food items to donate to  
Human Concerns.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18
• 7-11	p.m.	Human	Concerns	Haunted	House
• 7:30	p.m.	SMPAC	Arena Dances: Main

Street Project (southmilwaukeepac.org)
Modern dance promoting community, dialogue 
and impact.

South Milwaukee

www.facebook.com/rocketober

SATURDAY,
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 WOMAN’S CLUB OF SOUTH MILWAUKEE  
As we approach our upcoming business year we stay 

committed to the betterment of our community.  
Our ever-changing community can produce many 

challenges.  We work with the Health, Fire, Police, 
and Street Departments to meet these challenges to 

the best of our ability.  If you are a woman who 
wants to get involved and help others, contact Susan 

Janowski, 762-8929 for further information. 

 
 
 
WATER/SEWER BILLS 
Billing questions should 
be directed to the 
Water Utility at  
768-8070. Bills may be 
paid at the City Treasurer’s office or the South 
Milwaukee offices of Tri-City National Bank, 
2115 10th Avenue or 2901 S. Chicago Avenue 
(inside Pick ‘n Save) or mailed to P.O. Box 130, 
South Milwaukee, WI 53172. Make check 
payable to: South Milwaukee Water Utility.  
 

 

When browsing the web, take a few minutes and 
check out the City of South Milwaukee website: 
                             smwi.org 
 
 
 
ELECTRONICS RECYCLING RULES: 
 
Electronic equipment must be 
recycled and may not be placed 
in the trash for disposal.  This 
rule is for televisions; computers (including 
desktop, laptop, netbook and tablet 
computers); monitors; printers (including 
those that scan, fax, or copy); computer 
accessories including keyboards, mice, 
speakers, external hard drives and flash 
drives; DVD players, DVRs, VCRs and video 
players; Fax machines; and cell phones.  For 
more information, check out a DNR list at 
dnr.wi.gov of used electronics drop-off sites. 
The sites are listed by county.  
 
 
 

Like us on FACEBOOK! 
 

 
 
The Water Utility 
 
Meter replacement 
The Water Utility is in the process of changing all 
water meters in the city. We will be contacting 
residents to make their home available for the 
change. Meter changes are done between 7:00 
a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. A 
meter change typically takes about a half hour. We 
ask that the meter be accessible before we arrive.  
 
Plumbing Leaks  
Most high water bills are the result of leaking 
toilets. Leaks inside your toilet can waste up to 
200 gallons of water a day. Toilet leaks are hard to 
find. They are normally caused by a bad flapper 
valve, flapper valve seat, a bad ballcock valve, an 
improperly positioned float arm or defective 
overflow tube. You can test for leaks by dropping 
dye tablets into the toilet tank. Dye tablets are 
available free of charge at City Hall at 2424 15th 
Ave. 
 
Cross Connection Inspections 
One of the services provided by the Water Utility, 
and requirement of the DNR and City Ordinance, 
is a cross connection inspection.  This inspection 
is conducted to detect and prevent any possible 
cross-connection which may be linked to the water 
system, and to avoid any possible contamination 
of the water system.  Routine inspections on 
residential properties are usually done at the time a 
meter is tested or changed. If a cross connection is 
identified, the owner will be required to eliminate 
the cross connection to avoid disconnection of 
service.  
 
Service Interruptions 
With the winter months approaching the South 
Milwaukee Water Utility would like to remind 
residents of the possibility of service interruptions 
due to water main breaks and frozen services. 
Preventative measures should be taken to protect 
your water service from freezing, especially if the 
water meter and pipes are in an unheated room. 
Questions can be directed to the Utility office at 
414-768-8070. 

  

http://dnr.wi.gov/
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CITY CLERKS OFFICE 
__________________________________ 

 
GENERAL ELECTION - 

NOVEMBER 4, 2014 
Voter ID is now required. 

_______________________ 
  

2015 SPRING ELECTIONS 
 

Spring Primary – February 17, 2015 
(if needed) 

 
Spring Election – April 7, 2015 

 
The Spring Election in the City of South 
Milwaukee will include election of all 
Alderpersons for the First, Second, Third and 
Fourth Districts.  The term of office is three 
years.  Nomination papers may be circulated no 
earlier than December 1, 2014 and must be 
submitted to the City Clerk’s office by 5:00 p.m. 
on January 6, 2015 to be placed on the ballot.  
 
Informational packets for candidates can be 
obtained in the City Clerk’s office after 
November 1, 2014 or from the Government 
Accountability website at http://gab.wi.gov. 
 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS 
 
Voters can vote in person in the City Clerk’s 
office beginning the third Monday before Election 
Day, ending at 5:00 p.m. the Friday before the 
election. 
 
Written request to have a ballot mailed to you 
should be sent to the City Clerk’s office, 2424 15th 
Avenue, South Milwaukee, WI 53172.  Voters 
must be registered, and requests should include the 
voter’s name, address where registered and 
address where the ballot should be sent, along 
with the voter’s signature.  For more information, 
contact the City Clerk’s office at 414-762-2222. 

 
VOTER REGISTRATION 

If you have already voted in the 
City of South Milwaukee, there is 
no need to register to vote unless 

you have moved or had a name change.  If you are 
unsure of the status of your registration go to 
http://myvote.wi.gov or contact the City Clerk’s 
office at 414-762-2222.  
 

 
Residency 
An individual must have lived at the current 
address a minimum of 28 consecutive days before 
an election to be eligible to vote in that district.  If 
you have been at your current address less than 28 
days, you must vote at the polling place for your 
previous address.  Voters are required to list their 
previous address and valid operator’s license 
number of the registration form. 
 
Proof of residency is required.  Acceptable forms 
of residency proof are: 

• Current and valid Wisconsin Driver’s 
license or Wisconsin ID. 

• Any other official identification card or 
license issued by a Wisconsin 
governmental body or unit. 

• ID card issued by an employer bearing a 
photo of the card holder (not a business 
card) 

• Real estate tax bill or receipt for the 
current year or the year preceding the date 
of the election. 

• Residential lease which is effective for a 
period that includes Election Day (not for 
first time voters registering by mail). 

• A university, college or technical college 
fee receipt or ID card with a photo. 

• Utility bill for the period commencing not 
earlier than 90 days before Election Day. 

• Bank statement 
• Paycheck 
• A check or other document issued by a unit 

of government 
 

USE OF A CORROBORATING WITNESS 
TO VERIFY RESIDENCY IS NO LONGER 

PERMITTED. 
 
 

 

TRICK OR TREAT! 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2014 
 

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

 
 

http://gab.wi.gov/
http://myvote.wi.gov/
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POLLING PLACES 
District 1 - Wards 1, 2, 3 & 4  
DIVINE MERCY SCHOOL  

695 College Avenue 
(Enter off of Badger Avenue) 

District 2 - Wards 5, 6, 7 & 8 
Lakeview School  

711 Marion Avenue 

District 3 - Wards 9, 10, 11 & 12  
South Milwaukee Administration Building 

(City Hall)  
2424 15th Avenue 

District 4 - Wards 13, 14, 15 & 16  
Rawson School  

1410 Rawson Avenue 
For more information see the city’s website  

http://smwi.org 
 
HOLIDAY GARBAGE COLLECTION 
 
Thanksgiving 

Regular Pickup: Thursday, November 27, 2014 
Rescheduled Date: Saturday, November 29, 2014 
Recycling Date: Saturday, November 29, 2014 –    
                                    Yellow week. 
 
Christmas 
Regular Pickup: Wednesday, 
December 24, 2014 
Rescheduled Date: Friday, 
December 26, 2014 
Recycling Date: Friday, December 26, 2014 -                                                  
                                          Yellow week. 
 
Regular Pickup: Thursday, December 25, 2014 
Rescheduled Date: Saturday, December 27, 2014 
Recycling Date: Saturday, December 27, 2014 -  
                                            Yellow week. 
New Years Holiday 
Regular Pickup: Wednesday, December 31, 2014 
Rescheduled Date: Friday, January 2, 2014 
Recycling Date: Friday, January 2, 2014 – 
                                                      Orange week. 
 
Regular Pickup: Thursday, January 1, 2015 
Rescheduled Date: Saturday, January 3, 2015 
Recycling Date: Saturday, January 3, 2015 -  
                                                      Orange week. 
 

STREET DEPARTMENT  
 
Fall Leaf Collection – Residents are permitted to 
place leaves in the gutter for collection from 
October 1 to November 15.  No other yard waste, 
branches or plants may be placed in the gutter.  
Grass and yard waste must be taken to the Self-
Deposit Station.  Branches can be 
picked up by arranging a special 
pick up with the Street 
Department. 
 
DO NOT PLACE LEAVES IN THE GUTTER 
AFTER NOVEMBER 15 – THEY MAY NOT 
BE PICKED UP.    
SELF-DEPOSIT STATION HOURS 
 
Summer hours are in effect at the Self-Deposit 
Station until November 30.  The hours are 
Tuesday through Friday 11:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., 
and Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Winter hours are in effect starting December 1.  
The hours will be Tuesday through Friday 11:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. 
 

THE SELF DEPOSIT STATION WILL BE 
CLOSED:  NOVEMBER 27-28, DECEMBER 

24, 25 & 31, 2014 AND JANUARY 1, 2015. 
 
 

In case of severe, inclement weather, the Street 
Department may cancel garbage collection.  When 
this occurs, the garbage will be collected on the 
Friday following the regular collection day.  If you 
have questions regarding garbage collection, 
please call the Street Department, 768-8075.  
South Milwaukee trash collection information is 
not reported on the local news stations. 

 
RECYCLING 
 
Recycling is picked up bi-weekly 
by Advanced Disposal (262-679-
0860).  All recycling items (glass, plastic, cans 
and paper) can be commingled in the green 
recycling cart.  All recyclables must be inside of 
the cart.  Any materials outside of the cart will 
NOT be picked up.   
 
 

http://smwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/SMVotingDistrictsMap_s.pdf
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SELF-DEPOSIT STATION 
REGULATIONS 

•South Milwaukee Residents only-     
                  ID required 

•No contractors or contractor material. 
•No dump trucks allowed. 
•Instructions of the attendant must be followed at   
  all times.   
•A 5-minute maximum unloading time is allowed. 
•Lumber and boards not to exceed 5 feet in length. 
•Used motor oil and anti-freeze only. 
•No paints or hazardous chemicals. 
 
Charges are as follows: 
 User Fee (each day)  $  2.00  
            Freon bearing appliances with or 
               without Freon  $15.00 each 
  Tires exceeding 17” rim size (off rim only)
                           $  7.00 each 
 Tires less than 17” rim size (off rim only)
       $  3.00 each 
            Grass bagged or 32 gallon container 
     $  1.00 each 
 

Household Hazardous Waste 
Veolia Environment Services 
10518 S. 124th Street 
Franklin, WI 53132 
Tuesday (11:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.) 
Saturday (8:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.) 
 
Directions:  The facility is located south of Ryan 
Road on South 124th Street (Hwy 45) – take 
Loomis Road southwest to South 124th Street 
(Hwy 45).  Turn left (south) on Hwy 45 – 
approximately 1.5 miles. 
 
Additional Location: 
City of Milwaukee Self Help Station 
3879 West Lincoln Avenue - Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday (7:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.) 
 
Loader Jobs 
 
Any construction debris (lumber plasterboard, 
concrete, etc.), stumps, dirt, 
gravel, stone or unusually heavy 
items will be considered a loader 
job.  Please call the Street 
Department with any questions 
and to receive an estimate. 
 

South Milwaukee 
Fire Department     

 

CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS 
Carbon monoxide is a lethal odorless and colorless 
gas that is unnoticeable to human senses. In 2010, 
the State of Wisconsin enacted a law requiring 
carbon monoxide detectors in multi-family 
residential buildings. In 2011, this law was extended 
to single family homes and duplexes.  When the City 
adopted the State of Wisconsin law into municipal 
codes and ordinances, the City of South Milwaukee 
extended the scope to commercial occupancies as 
well.  
 
The law requires carbon monoxide detectors 
manufactured to UL 2034 standard in buildings 
where fossil fuel appliances are in use (natural gas, 
fuel oil, etc.). Generally, the detectors are required 
by the State in the following locations: 
  ▪  in the basement of the building  
  ▪  in each unit with a fossil fuel burning appliance  
  ▪  in hallways leading to units.   
 
Because carbon monoxide mixes with air, the 
detectors may be placed anywhere from floor to 
ceiling in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
recommendation. Detectors may be battery operated, 
hard-wired, or plugged into electrical outlets. The 
exterior packaging of the detector will indicate if the 
device is manufactured to the standards of UL 2034. 
 
Before installation, verify specific placement 
requirements by consulting the State statute or 
contacting the Fire Inspection Bureau at 768-5724 
during normal business hours. Further clarification 
can be found on the fire department web site  
 
 
DO YOU NEED HELP WITH 
HOME REPAIR?  
 

Milwaukee County’s Home 
Repair Program offers low or no-interest 
loans to income eligible owners for most 
things around the house that need repair. The 
program uses income limits based on number 
of people in the household.   
 

If you would like more information about this 
program, please call 289-6417 , or visit : 
http://county.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/
Groups/cntyHHS/Housing/HomeRepairOutrea
chFlyer2014.pdf 
 

http://county.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/cntyHHS/Housing/HomeRepairOutreachFlyer2014.pdf
http://county.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/cntyHHS/Housing/HomeRepairOutreachFlyer2014.pdf
http://county.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/cntyHHS/Housing/HomeRepairOutreachFlyer2014.pdf
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10–YEAR SMOKE ALARMS  
 
Research of the National Fire 
Protection Association has found 
that when deaths occur in fires, 
most could have been avoided had 
the victims been alerted to the 
presence of fire by functioning 
smoke alarms. The same research 
found that the most common reasons a smoke alarm 
doesn’t function are that the batteries are drained or 
missing. In an effort to avoid preventable deaths, the 
South Milwaukee Fire Department now requires the 
use of 10–Year Smoke alarms in multi-family 
residences and mixed-use occupancies.  
 
A conforming smoke alarm will be hard-wired or 
contain a 10-year battery that is either sealed within the  
alarm or cannot be removed once installed. These 
alarms are required to be placed: 
▪  in each bedroom 
▪  in the hallway outside of bedroom areas 
▪  at the head of all stairways 
▪  in locations unique to the building as directed    
   by the fire department 

 
Smoke fills a room from the ceiling down. The alarm 
will not sound until the smoke accumulates down to 
the level of the alarm. To assure that occupants are  
alerted immediately, alarms must be installed as 
high as possible. This is also the reason alarms are 
now required in each bedroom. If smoke is 
required to build up to the level where it can pass 
through doorways before it can reach a detector, 
the fire has already burned far too long for 
occupants to depend on a safe exit. Further 
clarification can be found on the fire department 
web site www.southmilwaukeefd.org/inspection.htm 
or by contacting the Fire Inspection Bureau during 
normal business hours at 768-5724. 
 
PORTABLE OUTDOOR FIRE PITS  
 
With the cooler autumn 
weather, many residents enjoy 
the beautiful evenings with an 
outdoor fire. These recreational 
fires can be a serious danger to 
you and surrounding neighbors if basic safety is 
overlooked.  The City of South Milwaukee has an 
outdoor burning ordinance that is strictly enforced. 
Some of the basic requirements are listed below. 
 
• Burning is limited to manufactured fire pit  
  appliances only (no in-ground “campfire” pits  
  allowed) on your own property. If there is an  

  easement area, you must have approval from all  
  involved parties.   
 
• Fires are not allowed if winds are in excess of 10  
  miles per hour. 
 
• Hours for recreational fires are limited to  
  7:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. 
 
• Spark arresting screens and lids must be in place  
  during use. 
   
• Appliances can only be used on a non- 
  combustible surface and cannot be used on any  
  balcony or under any overhanging structure or  
  within 25 feet of any combustible structure such  
  as decks or fences, and/or combustible materials  
  such as trees or shrubbery. 
 
• Only clean, dry wood can be used as fuel with a  
  minimum diameter of 1” or larger.  NO YARD  
  WASTE (grass, brush, etc.) or TRASH can be  
  burned. 
 
• The use of flammable/combustible liquids is  
  PROHIBITED. 
  
• Most important, any fire must be supervised at  
  all times by an adult with the proper means to  
  extinguish the fire. 
 

The South Milwaukee Fire Department 
would like to share some safety tips for 
the upcoming fall and winter seasons: 

 
Prevent hazardous Carbon Monoxide (CO) 
conditions 
• Maintain all fossil fuel (natural gas and fuel 

oil) burning appliances including furnaces, 
water heaters and ovens/stoves.   

• Most appliances require regular service and 
cleaning   

• Avoid vehicle engine “warm up” idling inside 
your garage  

• Remember, CO is a colorless, odorless gas 
which cannot be detected by your senses   

• CO detectors are required on all levels of your 
home, including the basement 

 
Prevent Chimney fires 
• Chimney fires can result from dirty or clogged 

chimneys and flues 
• Maintain the chimney/flu with routine 

maintenance 
• Do not burn “green” or “sappy” wood 
• Do not use your fireplace for burning trash 

and waste…it is unsafe!! 
 

 

http://www.southmilwaukeefd.org/inspection.htm
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Prevent fires in the home 
• Space heaters need space!!  Keep combustible 

materials (papers, clothes, packages) at least 
three feet away from them 

• Do no leave operating space heaters 
unattended 

• Place all candles on a non-combustible tray to 
catch any melting wax 

• Do not leave lit candles unattended 
• Keep matches and lighters out of children’s 

reach 
• Maintain working smoke alarms on each level 

of the home and in your sleeping areas 
• Be fire safety minded when displaying and 

maintaining holiday decorations 
 
Weather considerations 
• Remove all snow and ice from your drive and 

walkways to prevent falls and provide access 
for emergency responders 

• Clear drifting snow from dryer vents and 
furnace exhaust discharges to prevent the 
dangerous build-up of carbon monoxide in 
your home 

• Clear snow away from fire hydrants after each 
snowfall.  Please “Adopt a fire hydrant” in 
your neighborhood to ensure your firefighters 
have quick access to water during a fire 
emergency. 

 
Call 9-1-1 immediately for prompt response for any fire 
or medical emergency. Happy Holidays from your South 
Milwaukee firefighters!!  
 
 

 
 
2015 Operating Budget Process  
The budget process is currently underway.  Be 
part of the process! 
 
October 15, 6:00 p.m.   Executive Budget Review    
October 22, 6:00 p.m.   Budget Review (if needed) 
October 30    Publish Proposed Budget 
November 24, 6:00 p.m.   Public Hearing  
November 25, 6:00 p.m.   Common Council  
                                        Meeting to Adopt Budget 
 
To view the official notice regarding the 2015 
Budget process, see:  http://smwi.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/02/BUDGSCHED-15.pdf 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SOUTH MILWAUKEE IS AN EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY COMMUNITY  
 
The City of South 
Milwaukee does business 
in accordance with the 
Federal Fair Housing Law. 
City Ordinance 24.11 
prohibits discrimination 
against any person 
because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or nationality. 
 
 If you have questions about housing 
discrimination, fair housing laws, and what your 
options may be for pursuing a complaint of 
housing discrimination, please contact the 
Metropolitan Milwaukee Fair Housing Council at 
278-1240. The Fair Housing Council provides 
educational presentations to groups interested in 
learning more about fair housing law and 
discrimination.  For more information on fair 
housing violations, please contact the Wisconsin 
Equal Rights  
Division at 227-4384. 

 
 

SOUTH MILWAUKEE LIONS CLUB 
 
The South Milwaukee Lions Club 
takes this opportunity to offer our 
thanks to the public who attended 
and participated in Lions Fest 
2014.  Our Motto is “WE Serve”.  
The funds raised by our projects go to charities, 
civic activities, and civic improvements, and 
support other service organizations or initiatives 
within the community.  Recent community grants 
include academic scholarships, contributions to 
Cub and Boy Scouts, Police Youth, American Field 
Service, and South Milwaukee athletic programs.  
Sponsored events include the Old Fashioned 
Christmas and Heritage Days Parades, Lions Fest, 
Community Night Out, community blood drives, 
diabetes awareness screening, vision screening, 
and eye glass collection.  Lions charities encompass 
Wisconsin Lions camp, Wisconsin Lions 
Foundation, Wisconsin Lions Eye Bank, Leader 
dogs for the blind, Center for Deaf and Blind 
Children, and other worthy causes. For more 
information, please visit www.smlions.org  
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SENIOR CORNER 
Please contact the senior center at 768-8045 for 
details of the following upcoming events, and 
parties: 
 
*Saturday, November 8, 2014 – Annual Holiday 
Bazaar 9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.  There will be Raffles, 
Homemade Crafts, Bake Sale, White Elephant, 
and lunch items available.  Free Admission! 
 
*Saturday, December 13, 2014 - Annual 
Christmas party.  There will be delicious food, 
great door prizes and wonderful music!  An 
unforgettable Holiday gathering!!! 
 
As in the past, many of the leagues, classes and 
special presentations will start up in the fall.  
Please call or stop in at the Grobschmidt Senior 
Center for a newsletter!  The newsletter will 
contain all of the information on activities and 
programs available to adults ages 55 and over.   
 

Stock Box Program 
 

The senior center will be a distribution site for the 
Stock Box Program.  Distribution is usually either 
on the 4th or 5th Tuesday of the month from 10:30 -
11:30 a.m.  Distribution will take place in the back 
parking lot with paperwork being filled out in the 
large hall area.  The Stock Box Program is run by 
the Hunger Task Force and does have some 
eligibility guidelines.  Participants need to live in 
Milwaukee County, be at least 60 years of age, 
and have an income that is less than or equal to the 
following to participate in the senior center 
distribution: (60 years of age+) 
 
        Household Size Monthly Income 
                 1         $1,265 
                 2                       $1,705 
                 3                       $2,144  
 
For more information about this program please 
talk with Sandy, read the brochures available at 
the senior center, or call 211.  
 

 
 

 
 
INSPECTION DEPARTMENT 
 
Projects Requiring 
Permits  
 
Permits for construction projects 
are required: 
• New construction – 

Residential & Commercial 
• Building Additions and 

Alterations 
• Garages and Sheds 
• Decks and Fences 
• Reroofing and Residing 
• Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling 
• Central Air Units and Furnaces 

(new/replaced) 
• Pools, Spas, and Saunas 
• Electrical Work 
• Plumbing Work, including water heaters  
 
Individuals performing work prior to receiving 
the proper permits may be charged up to triple 
the appropriate permit fee.  
 
If you have questions regarding building, 
electrical, or plumbing permit requirements or 
code related topics, please contact the Inspection 
Department weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
at: 768-8054 or 762-2222 ext. 140, or by fax at 
768-8068. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHECK OUT THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
WEBSITE & REGISTER FOR OUR EMAIL 

ALERT SYSTEM:  www.smpolice.com 
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SOUTH MILWAUKEE HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

CLINICS 
Changes to Health Department Clinics 
 
As of August 1, 2014, the 
Health Department has made 
a change to the clinic 
schedule.  Our clinic services 
will be provided EVERY 
TUESDAY except for holidays, by 
appointment.  Hours for appointments are 
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m .to 4:00 
p.m.  If the date and time does not work for 
your schedule a separate appointment can be 
made with a Public Health Nurse, based on 
their availability.   
 
Services provided include: 
Blood Pressure Screening ▪ Cholesterol 
Screening (there is a charge for this service) ▪ 
Immunizations ▪ Screening for lead poisoning 
(for children under 5 years of age without 
insurance) ▪ pregnancy testing. 
 
To schedule an appointment contact us at 
414-768-8055. 
 
SEASONAL INFLUENZA  

Walk- In Influenza 
clinics for Adults and 
Children, 6 months to 
18 years of age, will be 
held on every Thursday, 
except holidays, 
starting October 2nd, 

from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Influenza 
vaccinations for uninsured children or 
children that have Medicaid or Badgercare 
are free of charge, vaccinations for adults are 
$33.00, or we can bill Medicare Part B for the 
vaccine.   
Pneumonia vaccine is also available for 
$79.00, or we can bill Medicare Part B.  
 
Influenza vaccine for children will also be 
available by appointment at our regularly 
scheduled clinics on Tuesdays. 
 

TIPS TO REMEMBER DURING FLU 
SEASON TO LIMIT DISEASE 
TRANSMISSION AND KEEP US HEALTHY: 

• Cover your cough and sneeze with a 
tissue or use your upper sleeve when 
you cough or sneeze, not your hand, 
WASH YOUR HANDS or use Alcohol 
based hand sanitizer afterwards 

• WASH YOUR HANDS after using the 
bathroom, caring for a sick person, 
handling garbage, or even after being 
in a public place such as the grocery 
store, or department stores. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or 
mouth, germs spread this way.  

• If you are sick with flu-like illness, 
fever, cough, sore throat, body aches, 
head ache, chills, and fatigue, stay 
home and remain home until you 
have been symptom- free for 24 
hours. 

• Ask extended family and friends not to 
visit while you are sick. 

• Keep living and work areas clean using 
household detergents and sanitize 
surfaces, when finished cleaning 
WASH YOUR HANDS. 

• Eat a balanced diet with fruits and 
vegetables. 

• Include moderate physical activity in 
your daily routine. 

• Get adequate sleep every night. 
 
AGES AND STAGES 

 
Do you want to see if your 
child is on track for growth 
and development?  We can 
help.  We are offering an 
assessment program to 

check your child's progress towards meeting 
growth and development milestones.  It is 
easy and free, and can be done before your 
child’s 1st Birthday!  All it requires is a little 
playtime with your child, put some information 
down on paper, and we will do the rest.  Be 
the difference in your child’s life course!  
Questionnaires are available from the Health 
Department. 
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THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT ANIMAL BITES AND 
KEEPING PETS! 
 
What do I do if my animal bites someone 
or if I have been bitten? 
 
Treatment of the Animal Bite 

• Wash your hands thoroughly before 
and after when attending to a wound. 

• Wash the wound with mild soap and 
running water for 3 to 5 minutes. Cover  
the wound with a clean dressing. 

• If the wound is bleeding, apply 
pressure until the blood flow stops.   

• Watch the area for signs of infection 
(increasing skin redness,  
swelling, and pain). Even a small   

     wound can become infected. 
• Contact a Health Care Provider for 

further evaluation and advice on  
tetanus and rabies vaccination. 

 
Important Steps to Follow 

• Report the bite to the South Milwaukee 
Health Department (768-8055) and/or 
South Milwaukee Police Department 
(768-8060). 

• Do not destroy or release an animal 
that has bitten a person.  

• Get as much information as possible 
about the animal including description, 
the owner’s contact information, and 
rabies vaccination history. 

• Take pictures of the victim, the wound, 
the animal and the scene. 

• If multiple pets are in the home, 
separate the animal that bit from the 
others. 

 
 
Municipal Ordinances regarding Pets that 
you should know about.  The ordinances 
can be found at our website.  
www.smwi.org 

Chapter 23.11 Limiting the number of 
Dogs and Cats  
In summary households can only have a total 
of 3 dogs or cats, or a combination of dogs or 
cats that equals 3 total, review the ordinance 
for correct number of animals based on type 
of residence you have, i.e. single family or 
apartment. 
 
The ordinance also states that you cannot 
create a nuisance, and that dog fecal matter 
needs to be cleaned up daily or on a regular 
basis as to not create a public nuisance/ 
human health hazard. 
 
Chapter 23.19 Rabies Control 
 
Explains Wisconsin State Statute Sec. 95.21 
if your dog, cat, or ferret bites someone, you 
will be required to quarantine your animal.  
You are also required to vaccinate your 
animal against rabies. 
 
Chapter 23.21 Dog and Cat License Tax 
 
Every dog and cat over 5 months of age must 
be licensed ANNUALLY. 
 
Chapter 24.33 Regulating Exotic Pet 
Animals and penalty for failure to 
quarantine an animal 
 
There are only certain animals allowed in the 
City limits.  Farm animals are not allowed in 
the City.  Please review this ordinance before 
you purchase an animal. 
 
The Health Department in will be sponsoring 
the Love and Logic Parent Classes in early 
2015.  Please monitor the City Website at 
www.smwi.org for more information. 
 
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

http://www.smwi.org/
http://www.smwi.org/
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TIPS FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON  

When preparing food at home or at a special 
event, please remember these 4 rules: 

1. CLEAN- Wash your hands and
surfaces often. 

2. SEPARATE-Don’t cross
contaminate. 

3. COOK- Cook to proper
temperatures, use a thermometer. 

4. CHILL- Refrigerate promptly.

Some shopping tips: 
 Do not purchase canned goods that

are dented, cracked, or bulging.  
They may have dangerous bacteria. 

 Separate raw meat, poultry and
seafood from other foods in your 
cart and in your refrigerate. 

 Buy cold foods last.
 Be sure to get your groceries home

and refrigerated within 30 minutes
after shopping.

 

2014 Meet The Mayor Schedule  
It has been a pleasure hosting these so far, and I 

look forward to continuing the community 

conversation through additional Meet the Mayor 

sessions this year. Here is the upcoming schedule … 

● Thursday, September 25: South Milwaukee

Downtown Market - Special guests South Milwaukee 

School Superintendent Rita Olson and School Board 

President Pat Bordak. 

● Saturday, October 18: Sorce Martial Arts

● Saturday, November 15: Mears Sports

Auctions - Special guest Milwaukee County 

Executive Chris Abele. 

● Saturday, December 13: Emerald City Catering

The market session is from 4 to 6 p.m. The others 

are from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Mark your calendars, and I’ll 

see you there! 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Would you like to be notified 
in the event of possible 
weather and other 
emergencies? 
The City of South Milwaukee, in 
cooperation with mystateusa.com© 
is pleased to offer its residents a quick and reliable 
way of receiving emergency messages and alerts 
by phone or text message. This AlertSense system 
has the capability of notifying residents by phone 
in the event of an emergency that affects your 
neighborhood. This is done utilizing a pre-
established landline phone database.  

In the event of an emergency, you may receive an 
automated phone call advising you of the nature of 
the situation and the appropriate measures to take. 
The caller will always identify themselves as 
being with the City and may leave a phone 
number for you to contact for further information. 
An added feature of this system allows people to 
sign up their mobile phones or other 
communication devices to receive these alerts by 
text message. 

To sign up for this free service. (NOTE: This is a 
free service, but normal text messaging rates based 
on your wireless service plan will apply.) It is not 
necessary to complete a registration, for a 
landline telephone, these numbers are currently 
available to the alerting system, go to the City’s 
website at www.smwi.org  

Remember to always phone 9-1-1… if you 
require immediate emergency assistance. 

BE DISASTER AWARE… TAKE ACTION TO 
PREPARE! 

1. BE INFORMED
2. MAKE A PLAN
3. BUILD A KIT
4. GET INVOLVED

GO TO http://www.ready.gov/ FOR MORE 
INFORMATION. 

http://www.ci.south-milwaukee.wi.us/
http://www.ready.gov/
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URBAN FORESTRY 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) 
CITY OF SOUTH MILWAUKEE URBAN 
FORESTRY PROGRAM 
 
Q:  Why has the city adopted a new policy 
regarding trees?  A:  The city has not had a 
forestry program in recent history.  In 2013, the 
city was awarded an urban forestry grant through 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to 
inventory and evaluate all public trees, and to 
establish a program to address ash trees that are 
affected by Emerald Ash Borer.  The new 
ordinance and policy was adopted following 
completion. 
 
Q:  How will the new program be funded?  A:  
The initial funding for tree removals and pruning 
was budgeted with the city’s operating and capital 
improvement budgets.  A forestry department has 
not been established.  With Council approval, 
funding for a program will be established to 
maintain public trees and to plant new trees. 
 
Q:  What is a public tree or shrub? A:  Trees or 
shrubs located between the curb and sidewalk. If 
there is no sidewalk, trees within 4 feet of the curb 
can be considered public trees. 
 
Q:  What is considered a private tree or shrub?  
A:  Trees or shrubs located behind sidewalk, or 
within area not considered to be private.  Also, 
any private tree that has not been planted as part of 
a city planting plan or development plan 
previously approved by the city. 
 
Q:  What criteria is used to determine if a 
street tree needs to be removed?  A:  Trees that 
are dead, dying, diseased, infested with damaging 
insects or pests, or are considered hazardous due 
to extensive crown decay, die back, trunk decay, 
cracks or dead limbs.    
 
Q:  If I have a street tree that does not appear 
healthy, and it is not on the city’s schedule for 
removal, can I arrange for removal at the city’s 
cost?  A:  Possibly.  The owner should request an 
evaluation by the city.  Requested removals will 
be considered on a case by case basis depending 
on the condition of the tree. 
 
Q:  If the city removes a street tree adjacent to 
my property, will I be charged for the cost?  A:  

No.  If a public tree is removed by the city, the 
adjacent owner will not be assessed costs for such 
removal.  Prior to adoption of the new ordinance, 
removal of street trees would have been assessed 
to adjacent owners.  The cost to remove a large 
tree can range from hundreds to thousands of 
dollars. 
 
Q:  Can a property owner request that a street 
tree be removed?  A:  Yes.  However, based on 
the number of trees in the city, and limited budget, 
priority is given to trees that are in poor condition. 
 
Q:  If the city removes a street tree, will the 
stump be removed?  A:  The city intends to 
remove (grind) stumps.  Stumps that require 
sidewalk or curb removal to complete the work 
may be delayed until sidewalk or road work can 
be coordinated and funded. 
 
Q:  Will the city repair sidewalks, driveways, or 
curbs damaged by public trees?  A:  On a case 
by case basis.  Driveways are considered a private 
improvement within the public right-of-way, and 
will not be replaced at city cost.  Sidewalks are 
typically replaced at city cost if a trip hazard 
exists.  Damaged curb is typically replaced with 
street reconditioning projects. 
 
Q:  If a street tree adjacent to my property is 
cut down, am I able to have the wood for 
firewood?  
A:  If the tree is not diseased or rotten, usable 
firewood will be left in the terrace area behind the 
curb.  As this is public right-of-way, the city 
cannot guarantee that wood will be available to the 
adjacent owner.   
 
Q:  Will the city or its contractor move or stack 
wood on private property?  A:  No.  Usable 
firewood will remain directly behind the curb.  If 
it is not removed or relocated within a reasonable 
time (as determined by the city), the wood will be 
disposed of. 
 
Q:  I removed a public street tree at my own 
cost prior to adoption of the 2014 ordinance.  
Can I seek reimbursement?  A:   The city does 
not have a policy for reimbursement.  Many 
property owners have trimmed, pruned, or 
removed trees at their own expense based on city 
notification or at their own discretion, and will not 
be reimbursed. 
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Q:  If a public tree is removed, will the city 
plant a new tree?  A:  Not yet.  The city has not 
adopted a program to replace street trees that have 
been removed, with limited exceptions such as in 
the business district.  A plan to replace more street 
trees may be included as part of future budget 
cycles.      
 
Q:  Can I plant a new tree in the curb lawn or 
terrace area?  A:  Yes.  Residents can plant trees 
in the terrace area or right-of-way, subject to 
issuance of a no-fee permit. 
 
Q:  Is the city only removing ash trees due to 
infestation of Emerald Ash Borer?  A:  No.  A 
city-wide tree inventory was performed to catalog 
all trees in the public right-of-way and evaluate 
their condition.  A variety of species are being 
removed based on their condition. 
 
Q:  How long will it take to remove all trees 
that are in poor condition?  A:  The city 
anticipates removal of trees in poor condition by 
the end of 2015.  Ash trees will be removed over a 
6 to 8 year period, depending on how fast EAB 
spreads. 
 
Q:  Who restores lawn when a tree/stump is 
removed?  A:  When removed by the city or it’s 
contractor, stump areas will be leveled and seeded.  
The adjacent property owner is responsible for 
nurturing the seed, adding seed as necessary to 
establish lawn, planting sod, or adding topsoil to 
the area as settling occurs. 
 
Q:  Why is a permit required to plant a tree?  
A:  Certain species of trees are prohibited. Smaller 
species are recommended for narrow terraces or 
where there are overhead utility lines.  The permit 
process also helps the City keep the tree inventory 
updated with the location and species of newly 
planted trees.   
 
Q:  Does the city require removal of 
Cottonwood trees on private property?   A:  
Not at this time.  Cottonwood trees may not be 
planted, but the city has not adopted an ordinance 
to require removal of existing cottonwoods. 
 
Q:  Will the city trim or prune public trees?  A:  
The city will periodically inspect public trees and 
trim or prune them as determined necessary.  The 
city is not responsible for trimming portions of 
public trees that overhang private property.   

Property owners may prune or trim a public tree at 
their own expense after first obtaining a no fee 
permit.    
  
Q:  Can the city require removal of trees on 
private property?  A:  On a case by case basis.  
If the City Forester or designee determines that a 
tree or shrub on private property is diseased or 
infested with insects that could threaten the health 
of the urban forest, or is otherwise a hazard or 
nuisance, the city may notify the property owner 
that such tree or shrub must be removed.  The city 
may also require that dead trees or limbs be 
removed on private property if it is determined to 
be a hazard to public or private property, utilities, 
or adjacent property.  If a property owner does not 
comply, the city may remove the hazard or 
nuisance and charge the owner for the expense 
incurred, subject to warrant requirements.  Pruning 
or trimming of private trees is not regulated by 
city ordinance, except where overhanging the 
public right-of-way. 
 
Q:  Can I trim or remove limbs that are 
overhanging my property from my neighbor’s 
private tree?   
A:  This is a private property issue, and should be 
negotiated between adjacent owners.  Generally 
speaking, limbs overhanging a property line can 
be pruned. 
 
Q:  Where can I get more information?  A:  
Chapter 9 of the Municipal Code provides this 
information with further clarification.  You may 
read the entirety of the code on the city website 
www.smwi.org/municipal-code/ .  If you have 
questions regarding Emerald Ash Borer, please 
view http://smwi.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/Emerald-Ash-Borer-
Flyer.pdf.   For tree-related questions, please 
contact the City Engineer at 414-768-8053. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This FAQ sheet has been prepared to assist property 
owners with the updated forestry program and is not 

intended to include all provisions of the code. 

http://www.smwi.org/municipal-code/
http://smwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Emerald-Ash-Borer-Flyer.pdf
http://smwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Emerald-Ash-Borer-Flyer.pdf
http://smwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Emerald-Ash-Borer-Flyer.pdf
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South Milwaukee Public Library  
 

1907 10th Avenue 
South Milwaukee, WI  

414 768-8195 
 
Friends of the Library book sales:   
Saturday, November 8 from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.   
 
The Monday morning book sales are October 6 
and December 1 from 9:30 to 11 a.m.  Watch the 
Library web site for 2015 dates! 

 
Halloween Family Night 

Tuesday, October 28 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.  
Come in costume!  Prizes will be given for the 

best costumes! 
 

 FALL STORY TIME 
 

Registration for fall story time begins Oct. 27.  
Story time begins Tuesday, Nov. 11 at 10:30 a.m. 

 
LEGO Club! 

The Lego Club meets every second Saturday of 
the month from 9 a.m. to noon.  Bring your own 
Legos or you may use the library’s. 

  
Princess Tea  

On December 30, the Youth Room will hold a 
“princess” tea from 2:30 to 3:30 
p.m. The limit is 20 girls.  Register 
in the Youth Room starting on 
December 1. 
  

Knitting Club  
The knitting club meets at the library the third 

Tuesday of each month in rooms 2 and 3 from 6 to 
8 p.m.  Bring your knitting and socialize! 

  
Book Club 

The Book Club meets on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 1 p.m.  Call the Reference Desk to 

find out what book they are discussing. 
   
Be sure to check the calendar for additional library 
programs.  
 

 
South Milwaukee Public Library 

Foundation 
 

 The South Milwaukee Public Library 
Foundation will be holding their annual wine 

tasting on Thursday, October 9 from 7 to 9:30 
p.m. at the Library.  Tickets are $20 per 

person, and are available at the circulation 
desk.  For more information, call 768-8195. 

 
Check out the library’s website at smlibrary.org 
for our calendar of events. 

 
      

 POLICE DEPARTMENT  
 

PROTECT YOURSELF BEFORE IT’S TOO 
LATE!! 
 
We as individuals can take a number of steps to 
keep our homes and businesses secure to reduce 
the chances of becoming the victim of a crime.  
We can do this sometimes with little effort and 
little cost.  For a crime to happen and for you to be 
a victim, three elements need to be present.  Those 
are the desire, opportunity and ability to commit a 
crime.  We as individuals can only control one of 
the three and that is the ability.  A good physical 
security plan for your home or business is the best 
way to reduce or eliminate a criminal’s ability to 

make you the victim of a 
crime.  The question is, do 
you want to do something 
to avoid being a victim 
now … or wait until after 
you have been a victim? 
 

As a service to our homeowners and business 
owners, the South Milwaukee Police Department 
offers FREE physical security evaluations of your 
property.  This will include an in-depth evaluation, 
some additional helpful tips, and a report.  For 
information, or to set up your evaluation, please 
call the South Milwaukee Police at 768-8060 and 
ask for Officer Brian Fleming between 8:00 am 
and 4:00 pm or Officer Mike Hill from 4:00 pm to 
12:00 am.   

http://www.southmilwaukee.org/library
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Winter Parking 

Winter parking regulations will be in 
effect from December 1, 2014 
through March 31, 2015.  Winter 
Parking Permits are available at the 
Police Department during regular business hours 
(Mon.– Fri. 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.) beginning November 
1, 2014.  Please PLAN AHEAD prior to the 
beginning of winter parking.  No citation 
payments are accepted or parking permits sold 
on weekends or holidays (November 27th & 
28th, December 24th, 25th, & 31st, and January 
1st).  Please purchase your parking permit prior to 
the last days of the month.  Permits are sold 
separately for each month of the winter parking 
season for $25.00, or all four months for $80.00.  
Vehicles should be parked on the even number 
side of the street on those nights that the calendar 
date before midnight is even and on the odd 
number side of the street on odd calendar days. 
Citations will be issued for parking a vehicle on 
the wrong side of the street or for not having a 
valid parking permit between 3:00 am and 6:00 
am.  Instructions are available at the Police 
Department.  A Holiday On-Street Parking Permit 
(December 15- January 15) is available for 
$25.00.  This permit works well for college 
students home between semesters or family 
members visiting for more than a week.  
 
**NOTE**  This year the Thanksgiving Holiday 
falls on November 27th & 28th which means 
residents will have to purchase the December 
permit prior to the Thanksgiving Holiday in 
order to have the permit in time for the beginning 
of winter parking regulations on December 1st.  
PLAN AHEAD- get your permit early.  Parking 
permission will not be given because a citizen did 
not have time to purchase a permit. 
 

 
MEDICINE COLLECTION 
PROGRAM:  
 
The South Milwaukee Police Department is 
collecting medicines from South Milwaukee 
residents.  Citizens may bring unwanted or expired 
medicine to the South Milwaukee Police 
Department. A medicine collection box is located 
in the Police Department lobby for citizens to 

utilize for this program.  The Department will 
accept:  prescription and over the counter 
medications, ointments, sprays, inhalers, creams, 
and pet medications. 
   
The Department WILL NOT accept:  illegal 
drugs, needles/sharps, bio-hazardous material, 
personal care products (shampoo, soaps, 
lotions, etc), household hazardous waste (paint, 
pesticides, oil, gas).  Help prevent childhood 
poisonings, help protect Lake Michigan, and 
reduce substance abuse – bring unwanted/expired 
medications to the Police Department. 

   

Old Fashioned Christmas  

 
Welcome Santa Claus to South Milwaukee on 
Sunday, November 30!  The parade beings on 12th 
and Milwaukee Avenues and will feature musical 
groups, scouts and Santa!  After the parade, kids 
can visit with Santa at City Hall, watch holiday 
movies, make crafts, and enjoy refreshments in the 
Senior Center.  The day will end with the lighting 
of the city Christmas tree at City Hall at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Tax dollars are not used for this event.  We rely on 
donations from the community.  All donations are 

tax deductible.  Please send donations to:   
 

Old Fashioned Christmas Foundation, Inc.  
1907 10th Avenue 

South Milwaukee, WI 53172 
 

The parade is sponsored by the South Milwaukee 
Lions Club.  Groups interested in participating 
should call Jim Shelenske at 762-2222, ext 127. 

 
Automated Garbage Collection  
The City will be introducing fully 

automated garbage collection 
throughout the year in 2015. It will 
be phased in by collection day over 
the course of the year. Cart(s) will be provided to 

all 1 to 3 unit residences. Only material placed 
inside the cart will be collected. Cart location on 
collection day will be critical in order for them to 
be emptied. Clearance of 4 feet around the cart 
will be necessary for the system to work. Watch 

for more information in the coming months. 
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Mayor: Erik Brooks 
Office:  768-8049      Home: 764-8673 

Common Council: 

        First District    Second District 
Craig Maass   762-5941  Ramon Navarro 762-6841 
Frank Van Dusen III 766-0015 R. Patrick Stoner  764-6519 

  Third District       Fourth District 
Lisa Pieper  762-0877 David Bartoshevich  764-2836 
Joseph Bukowski  762-8305 Peggy Clark  571-9954 

Every Thursday
(3pm to 7pm)!

Fall Fest - October 9th
Besides the usual lineup of market vendors, the event will feature free children’s 
activities like pumpkin painting, face painting and vendor trick-or-treating and more.

Outdoor Movies at the Market
Guardian Credit Union — which has graciously donated to make this event happen.

Thursday, September 25th: Frozen
Thursday, October 9: Hocus Pocus

South Milwaukee Market     www.smmarket.org
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