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             city of….   
South

Milwaukee
May 16, 2012
Dear Residents,
On May 15, 2012, the Common Council approved amendments to Municipal Ordinances that were recommended by the Health Department and the Board of Health that pertain to Composting, Rabies, and the Keeping of Exotic Animals.

The South Milwaukee Health Department encourages our residents to compost.  Compost material enriches your soil and will enhance your gardening experience.  As there has seemed to be some confusion that has led to several complaints about citizen composts for the sake of clarification in Municipal Code 8.09(9)(d)a. Composting, under section ii. Ingredients we have clarified the following on what is and is not permitted in composting pins.
ii. Ingredients:

 (1) No compost bin shall contain any of the following:

     
a. Lakeweeds;


b. Cooked food scraps of any kind or type;


c. Fish, meat or other animal products


d. Manures;


e. Large items that will impede the composting process

  (2) Permitted ingredients in a compost bin shall include the following:


a. Yard waste;


b. Coffee grounds and used tea leaves

c. Uncooked plant matter not contaminated by or containing meat, fish, and/or dairy products;


d. Commercial compost additives

With regards to Rabies control, Municipal Code 23.19 addresses Rabies Control. In the past, the City simply adopted the Wisconsin State Statute 95.21.  Now the Code not only adopts State Statute but also defines locally who is responsible for enforcement of the Statute and Code.  It defines dogs, cats, and ferrets as animals to be vaccinated against rabies by a veterinarian.  It defines reporting requirements if a dog, cat, or ferret bites and the quarantine requirements based on vaccination status.  Please note that even vaccinated animals are required to be quarantined and will need to be seen by a veterinarian 3 times during the quarantine for examination.  Penalties have been defined for non-compliance.
The Health Department had received a few calls every year requesting clarification of Municipal Ordinance 24.33 Regulating Exotic Pets.  The changes made to this ordinance were for clarification, under 24.33 (6)(a) Farm Animals were not allowed, and fowl and  chickens were added in the language of the animals as we continue to add animals in the language to further define “farm animals” as it appears to not be clear.

In addition, it was the intent to allow ferrets and as we are stating they must be vaccinated in 23.19, we have added them to the list of allowed.
These ordinances in their entirety are posted on the website under Municipal Ordinances for viewing.  They were also published in the official newspaper as required by law.

Should you have any questions or concerns please contact the Health Department at 414-768-8055.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Ove
Public Health Administrator/ Health Officer

HEALTH DEPARTMENT


(414) 768-8055


FAX: (414) 768-5720
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