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July 24, 2006 
 

 
Honorable Mayor David Kieck 
Common Council Members 
Police and Fire Commissioners 
Citizens of South Milwaukee 
 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen:  
 
It is with great pleasure that I present the South Milwaukee Fire Department’s Annual Report for the year 
2005.  This report reviews emergency responses, staffing levels, training activities, new equipment, fire 
inspection, prevention and maintenance programs along with other department responsibilities.   
 
In the 112 years of our fire department’s history, this past year has been one of our busiest with 
department members responding to 2,583 requests for service, an increase of 4.3% over 2004.  Of those 
calls, 2,278 were for emergency medical service and 305 were for Fire/Rescue/Service calls.  I am 
particularly proud of our member’s efforts and outstanding safety record while performing on these calls.      
 
On January 17, after more than a year as the Acting Chief, I was appointed Fire Chief by the Police and 
Fire Commission.  One of the first tasks I set out to complete was to get a State and County approved 
“Flexible Paramedic Staffing Plan” in place, including Paramedic First Responders.  This plan was 
completed and approved by the Milwaukee County Emergency Medical Services Committee on April 1, 
creating a higher level of Paramedic service to our citizens.   
 
With the permanent filling of the Chief’s position, the department also promoted Lt. James Dorangrichia 
to the rank of Captain and FF/P Glen McCoy to the rank of Lieutenant.  We also hired an additional five 
Paid-On-Call members to supplement our part-time firefighters.  In a cooperative effort with the City of 
Cudahy, the Police and Fire Commissions of both communities worked together to establish a joint 
firefighter candidate hiring list.  This effort saved money and brought a larger number of qualified 
candidates to our communities.              
 
The members of the South Milwaukee Fire Department and I would like to thank Mayor Kieck, the 
Common Council, the Police and Fire Commission and our citizens for their continued support.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jay B. Behling 
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JAY B. BEHLING 
Fire Chief 
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